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Abstract 

 
In the last twenty years critical discourse analysis (CDA) is increasingly gaining relevance as a 

methodological approach in the critical oriented social sciences, especially in the connection with the 

study of socio-territorial phenomenon.  

In this context at least three questions should be clarified: i) first, what do we understand under 

“critical” in discourse analysis and also in social science, ii) second, what is particularly relevant in 

discourse analysis that attracts the attention of scholars nowadays, iii) and third, what will be the pay-

off offered by discourse analysis to the study of socio-territorial phenomenon.  

Facing our first question, it is possible to understand critical in three senses: from a Kantian perspective, 

oriented to describe the “condition of possibility” in which particular social phenomena have been 

emerged; from a Marxist approach, concerned with a social conflict and ideological uses of discourses in 

order to maintain form of domination-alienation; and from Foucauldian style, emerged a cultural critic 

specially oriented to unmask socially created forms of truth that become hegemonic and because of 

that pervasive in social life.  

In order to answer the second question we should get connected in an indirect form with the last 

paragraph; because one of the biggest critics of CDA is exactly the wide spectrum of variability from 

which it could be approached and, in this sense, many scholars reiterate a possible lack of transparency 

in the method. In our opinion, the situation is the opposite, CDA as a methodological tool has a 

capability to restore the social critic assertiveness inside social science concerned with the human 

consequences of a process that appears at first sight as “necessary” or “self-evident”.  

At the end, the possibilities to incorporate CDA in the socio-territorial question have potential in order 

to achieve two different but also complementary levels of analysis, i) the social discourse over the 

territorial representation as a narrative of the social struggle, and ii) the political discourse over the 

relation “territory-society” as a particular institutional rhetoric.  

In this essay two theoretical frameworks are presented as well as two research approaches based on 

particular interpretation of CDA. The first makes focus on the Chilean environmental legal framework 

(1994) and oriented by a foucauldian approach, specifically with regards to the discussion of the “judicial 

forms” seeks to highlight the “discursive dispositive” in which a hole narrative about the ecological 

problem and it solution is consolidated. The second investigates the social media discourse made by the 

particular representations of what is “urban” in fashion magazines from the perspective of sociocultural 

“discursivity” aiming to catch the way of displaying modern cities through fashion trends with its 

incorporated social urban practices, especially, for the case of Russia during the 90s.  

The relevance of this research lays in the comparison of two different theoretical orientations and 

methodological procedures in CDA where two central sociological uses will be described in its particular 

territorial reality: i) the ecological performance of the relation “nature-society”, and ii) the social 

struggle to prevail the representation of the city. 


