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Call for papers  

POLYCENTRIcity  
Various Scales, Various Concepts !!
The concept of polycentricity refers to patterns of concentration and dispersal. It 
challenges traditional notions of urban organisation and development that build upon 
ideas of nested centralities, single dominant growth zones, and the division of territories 
into core and periphery.  !
Polycentricity can be discussed in terms of scale and therefore be considered at different 
territorial levels: inter-regional, such as Europe-wide; intra-regional, such as multiple 
interconnected urban centres (e.g. Ruhr-Rhine Region, Germany); or intra-urban such as 
where multiple centralities exist in a single urban area. !
The question arises as to what kind of phenomena come into view when talking about 
polycentricity. Polycentricity is typically discussed with reference to specific case studies 
such as the Rhine-Ruhr-Area or the Randstad and mostly from a functionalistic and 
morphological viewpoint. But what happens when polycentricity is opened up to other 
concepts and theories whether practices of everyday life and discourses, institutionalist 
approaches, or actor-network theory? In what ways does this change the understanding 
of phenomena such as increasing urbanization, shrinking cities, and fragmented 
development, or even specific problems in planning practice such as redensification? !
Against this backdrop, the conference seeks to explore the various roles and positions of 
polycentricity in urban and regional research as well as planning practice, and open the 
debate to contributions from all disciplines. Therefore, we invite young researchers from 
different fields of expertise to submit abstracts referring to the following topics:  !
• Concepts & Theories - Strengths & Shortcomings 
• Planning Practice - Integrating Different Scales 
• Everyday Life & Discursive Practices 
• Case Studies - Comparing Polycentric Sites !
Please submit an abstract of 300-500 words to nwnw11berlin@gmail.com by January 12th, 
2014. Include a short CV and indicate which topic you would like to contribute to. 
Selected candidates will be notified by the beginning of February. The conference will be 
held in English.  !
Date: 14./15.3.2014 
Location: Innoz/ Berlin, Germany  http://www.innoz.de/ 
Registration (for non-speakers): possible till 28.2.2014 nwnw11Berlin@gmail.com  !
The Nachwuchsnetzwerk “Stadt Raum Architektur” (Young Researchers Network City Space 
Architecture) was founded in 2008 by young researchers working in a variety of fields including 
sociology, urban and regional planning, geography, and architecture. The platform seeks to 
facilitate discourse across disciplines and is open to contributions from anyone who might be 
interested. Conference meetings covering a wide range of topics are organised twice annually.  
http://stadtraumarch.wordpress.com/category/nwnw/ 
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